





RAP 


!\ A is T* /*'* ]+ [ from the verb.] High (bonding language unfup* 
ported by dignity of thought. 

Dryclcii lunsfelf, to pleafe a frantick ag?, 

Was forc'd to let his judgment (loop to ra^e. 

To a wild audience he conform'd his voice. 

Comply M to cuftorn, but riot err'd through choice ; 

Deem then the people's, not the writer’s Jin, 

A hrsamor's rage, and rants of Ivlaxtmin, Granville. 

I his Is a ftoioil rani, without any foundation in the nature 
of man or reafoii of things. Jllterbury's Preface. 

Ka'kter, n.f* [from rant.] A ranting fellows 
R-foNTiroLE. adj, [this word is wantonly formed from rant,] 
Wild ; roving ; rakifh, A low word* 

What at years of diferetion, and comport yottrfelf at rids 
rant pole rate ! Congreve's Way of the World* 

To R a'n'T i POLE* v. n* To run about wildly. It is a low word. 
The eldeft was a termagant imperious wench; flic ufed to 
rant j pole about the houfe, pinch the children, kick the ler- 
vants, and torture the cats and dogs. Arbuthnot. 

RA'NULA. n.f [Latin*] 

Rtmula is a foft (welling, poflbffing thofe (alivals under the 
tongue : it is made by congefHon, and its progrefs filleth up 
the fpacc between the jaws, andmaketh a tumour externally 
under the chin* Wifemans Surgery. 

R a n u / k c v l u s. f Crowfoot* 

Ranuuculufis excel all flowers in the richnefs of their co¬ 
lours : of them there is a great variety. Mortimer. 

To Rap* v. n. [hjireppan, Saxon*] To ftrike with a quick 
finart blow. 

Knock me at this gate 

And rap me well, or 111 knock your knave's pate* Shakefp* 

With one great peal they rap the door. 

Like footmen on a vifitirig day* Prior. 

He was provoked in the fpirit of magtftracy, upon clifco- 
vering a judge, who tapped out a great oath at his footman. 

Addtfm* 

To Rap* v * a. [from rapid extraf \ Lat,] 
i* To affix! with rapture; to ftrike with extafy ; to hurry out 
of himfelf. 

7 'hefe are fpeeches of men, not comforted with the hope 
of that they defire, but rapped with admiration at the view 
of enjoyed Mifs. Hooker. 

Beholding the Lice of God, In admiration of fo great 
excellency, they all adore him; and being retfet with the love 
of Ids beauty, they cleave infeparably for ever unto him* Hook. 

What, thus raps you i are you well ? 

The government I caft upon my brother, 

And to mv Rate grew A ranger, being ti a imported 
And rapt in fecret fludies* 

You’re rapt in fame work, fome dedication 
To the great lord* Shakfp* Timor, of Athene 

I'm rapl with joy to fee my Marcia s tears. Addif Cato . 
It ts impofiiblc duly to cordidcr thete things, without being 
rapt into admiration of the infinite wifdom of the divine ar¬ 
chitect* Chcynes Philofophical Principles . 

Rapt into future times, the bard begun, 

A virgin fhal! conceive, a virgin bear a ton ! Pope . 

Let heav'n feize it, all at once his fir'd, 

Not touch’d, but rapt ; not waken'd, but infpird. Pope* 
2. To (hatch away. 

He leaves the welkin way muft beaten plain. 

And rapt with whirling wheels, inflames the fkycri, 

With fire not made to burn, but fairly fur to fliyne* F. 

Underneath a bright fca flow'd 
Of jafper, or of liquid pearl, whereon 
Who after came from earth, failing arriv'd 
Wafted by angels, or flew o'er the lake 
Rap'd in a chariot drawn by fiery (feeds. Milton. 

Standing on earth, not rapt above tire pole* Milton* 
To Rap and rend, [more properly rap and ran ; psepan, Saxon, 
to bind, and rmia^ Iflandick, to plunder.] To leize by 
violence* 

Their hufbarids robbkl, and made hard fhifts 
T > adminifter unto their gifts 
All they could rap and rend and pilfer, 

To feraps and ends of gold ajndfilver. Hudibras % p* ii* 
Rap. ?/. f [from the verb.] A quick fmart blow. 

How comeft thou to go with thy arm tied up ? has old 
Lewis given thee a rap over thy fingers ends ? Arbuihnot . 
RAFA'CJOUS. adj. [rapacct Fr. rapax^ Lat. j Given to plun¬ 
der ; feizlng by violence. 

Well may thy Lord, appeas’d, 

Redeem thee quite from death's rapacious claim* Milton* 

Shall this prize. 

Soon heighten'd by the diamond 's circling rays. 

On that rapacious hand for ever blaze ? Pope. 

Rapaciously* adv* [from rapacious.] By rapine; by violent 
robbery. 

Rapa'cigusness. n* f [from rapacious.]] The quality of 
beine rapacious. 

R a PAUCITY* n. f. [rapacitas^ Lat* rapache , Fr. from rapax* j 
Addiciednds to plunder; ext rdfe of plunder; ruvcnouiiiefs. 


RAP 1 

Any of thefe, without regarding the pains of churchmen 
grudge them thofe final] remains of ancient piety, which the 
rapacity of fome ages has fca ice left to the church. Sprat. 
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Violent defloration of chaftity. 

You are both decypherkJ 

For villains mark’d with j ape. Shakefp* Titus Andrordun:. 

Rape call you it, to feizu my own. 

My true betrothed love* Shakcfp* Titus Andrmkuu 

The parliament conceived, that the obtaining of women by 
force into pofleffioi), howfoever afterwards aflent might follow 
by allurements, was but a rape drawn forth in length, becaufe 
the firft force drew on all the reft. Bacotis Henry V 1 L 

Witnefs that night 

In Gibeah, when the hofpitable door 
Expos'd a matron, to avoid worlfe rape* 

The haughty fair. 

Who not the rape ev s n of a god could bear. 

Fell Thracian tyrant’s alter'd fhape. 

And dire revenge of Philomela's rape. Rofcommon. 

I. Privation ; a& of taking away. 

Pear grew after pear. 

Fig after fig came ; time made never rape 
Of any dainty there* Chapman's Odvff^ 

3* Something fnaiched away. 

Sad widows by thee rifled, weep in vain. 

And ruin'd orphans of thy rapes complain* Sandys. 

’Where now are all my hopes r oh never more 
Shall they revive ! nor death her rapes reft ore ! Sandys. 

4* The juice of grapes is drawn as well from the rape y or 
whole grapes pluck'd from the duffer, and wine pour'd upon 
them in a veffd, as from a vat, where they are bruited. Ray. 
5* A plant, from the feed of which oil is exprefled. 

RATID. adj. [ rapid?) Fr. rapidus , Lat,] khiick ; fvvift. 

Part fliun the goal with rapid wheels. Miltm* 

’While you fo fmoothly turn and row! our fphere. 

That rapid motion does but reft appear* Djydtii. 

RapPdity* n. f [rapiditiy i r* rap iditss , fror n rap Ida ., Lat. ] 
Celerity ; velocity; fwiftnefs. 

Where the words are not monofyllables, %ve make them fo 
by our rapidity of pronunciation. Addif as Spectator. 

Rapi'dly* adv. [from rapid *] Swiftly ; with quick motion* 
Rap/dness. n. f. [from rapid .] Celerity ; fw iltnefs. 
Ra / pier* n. f [raptere 7 Fr. fo called from the qtiicknefs of its 
motion, j A filial 1 fword ufed only in thrufUrig* 

I will turn thy falfchond to thy heart, 

Where it was forged, with my rajsier's point. Shah p. 
A foldier of Air inferior ftrenglh may manage a rapier or 
fire-arms fo expertly, as to fce an overmatch for his adver- 
fary. Pope s Ejjay cn Homer's Batiks* 

Rapier-fish. n*f 

The rapier-fjhy called xiphias, grows fometlmes to the 
length oi five yards ; the fword, which crows level from the 
fnout of the fifh, rs here about a yard long, at the bafis Four 
Inches ovc*r, two-edged, and pointed exactly like a rapier: 
he preys on fillies, having firft (tabbed them with ibis 
fword. Crew's Aiufaum. 

RaVike, n\f. [raplna y Lat* rapine, Fr,] 
i. The aft of plundering* 

If the poverty of Scotland might, yet Lhc plenty of Lng~ 
land cannot, excufe the envy and rapine of the churcii s 
rights* King Char Us. 

The logick of a conquering fword may filence, but con¬ 
vince ft cannot; its efficacy rather breeds averfion and abhor¬ 
rence of that religion, whole firft add refs is in blood aid 
rapine . , Decay of Piety. 

2* Violence; force* 

Her leaft aflion overaw’d 
His malice, and with rapine fweet befeav d 
His fierceneft of its fierce intent. Milton* 

Ra'pper. 7 i. j. [from rap.] One who ftrikes* 

Ra'pport. n.f [rappat, Fr* ! Relation; reference; propor¬ 
tion, A word introduced by the innovator. Temple^ but not 
copied by others. 

’Tis obvious what rapport there is between the conceptions 
and languages in every country, and how great a difference 
this muft make in the excellence of books. Temple* 

To Rapt. v. n. [ this word is uted by Chapman for rap impro¬ 
per! y, as appears from the participle, which from rapt would 
be not rapt) but rapted .] To ravifti; to put in edtal'y. 

You may fafe approve. 

How ftrong in inftigation to their love 
Their rapting tunes are. Chapman's OdyJJiy* 

Rapt, n. j. \ irom rap*] A trance ; an ccftafy. 

RATTURE, n.f 

i * Ecftafy; tranfport; violence of any pleating paffion, erl " 
thufiafm ; uncommon heat of imagination* 

Mufick, when thus applied, raifes in the mind of thehe^ rcr 
great conceptions; it ftrengthens de\ r otioo, and advances 
praife into rapture* Addif on's SpeAator 9 N“ 

You grow correct, that once with rapture writ. Pf' 
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7 . Rapidity S hsfte. 

The watVy throng, 

Wave rov/Iing after wave, where way they found. 

If fteep, with toirmt rapture * if through plain 
Soft-ebbing; nor withftpod them rock or hill. Milton r. 

Ra PTtin£D. adj * [from rapture .] Raviflied ; tranfported. 
A b.iJ word. 

He drew 

Such modfting draughts of beauty to the foul, 

Ah for awhile cancelled his raptur'd thought 
With luxury too daring, Thomfons Summer . 

Rapturous, adj. [from rupture. ] E eft a tick ; rranfoorting* 
Arr the pica lures of it fo inviting and rapturous i J is a man 
bound to look out fharp to plague himfelf ? Collier* 

RARE, adj. Intrust Lat* rare? Fr. in all the fenfes but the 
laft.J 

i* Scarce j uncommon. 

Lh c io be r e (hew, and gaze o' th* time ; 

Well have vou, a 5 our rmet men lie rs arc. 

Fainted upon a pole* Shakefp, 

2* ExceOeJiL; incomparable ; valuable to a degree fcldom found- 

This jealoufy 

Is for a precious creature ; as (he’s rare t 
Mull it be great ; and as his perfon’s mighty, 

Muft ii be violent. Shake/p. Winter's Tale* 

On which was wrought the gods and giants fight. 

Rare work, all fill'd with terror and delight. Cowley* 

Above the reft I judge one beaut) rare. Dry den . 

3, Thinly (battered* 

The cattle in the fields and meadows green 
Thofe rare and folitary, thefe in flocks 

Pafturing at once, and in broad herds upfpruno% Milton. 

4, Thin; fubtle; not den fe. ° 

T'hcy arc of fo tender and weak a nature, as they affed 
only fuch a rare and attenuate fubftancc, as the fpirit of living 
creatures. Bacon s Aatural IJijhry* 

So eageily the fiend 

O'er bog or fteep, through ftrait, rough, denfe, or rare, 
f Jth head, hands, wings, or feet, pinfues his wav. Milt. 
1 he denfe and bright light of the circle will obicure the 
ran and weak tight of tnefe dark colours round about it, and 
render (hem almoit info foible. Newtons Op ticks* 

Bodies arc much more rare and porous than Is commonly 
believed ; water is nineteen times lighter, and by cojiicquence 
nineteen times rarer than gold, and gold is fo rare, as very 
re:uh:y, and without the leaft oppofitiorr, to tranfmir the 
m fo u ~ lJC h effluvia, and eafily to admit mtickftlver into its 
pores, and to Jet water pate through it. Ntwim’s Upticks . 

5* Raw; not fully fubdued by the fire* This is often pro¬ 
nounced rear. 1 

New-laid with Baucis’ bufy care, 

"I urn d by agcmle /ire, and roafted rare. Drvdcn 

Ra reksmow. n.f. [this word is formed m imitation of the 
foreign v. ay of pronouncing rare Jhow .J A Oiow carried in a 

The faniiom of the town affta us juft like a raretjhvw, we 

h nr CIUI0 % 10 at t!icm, and nothing more. Pope. 

rar ^Awshe fung, and Punch’s feats. Gm. 

. rcfa c-uon. n.f [rtinfafiiou, Fr, from rarefy.] Exten- 

P a T 01 * that makes it take up more room 

than t t dd before ; contrary to condenfition. 

i he water wuhin being rarefied, and by rarcfa£iion refoived 
•Mo wmd, u , 1 force up the fmoak. H 9 t J s J r ,S“e. 

r a rf^i X ^ ktH ‘ m, r lUt U? m the Cavcrns of the earth by 
01 vomprcluoii, come to be firaitened thev A r :,.» 
w ‘.very way to fet themfelves at liberty. ’ if? 

To^RA'IiFFY M pf f cm j’S/yj Admitting rarefe&ion. 

were more proper 1 ff cr ’ [ ' ' /arui and facia, Lat. rarify 
T ?. J Fo n ' 3 k e thin: contrary to condenfe 

AVI • ,° t l Cf i Ua,or ^rouJini* fAfi, ' 

here highly rarefied the yielding air 
Adnuts their fleam. B „ 

To Ra'rc,-y. rr. To become thin. Thomfn. 

F\dZ'l\f a ^ v cw 5 expanded more 

Zelf* ^FaUes. 

« Seldom; not often; not frequently. 

Rarey they rile by virtue’s aid, who lie 
I font d m the depth cit i...1. .1. r 

,, ., v~a i..i, j i£‘, 

Ath rmc d like Atalanta’s ft^ r * 

*- AT MfiamUu 

Euifc> 

Ra KEKr ss. n. f [from , [VT ,. 1 aiULb ' Sbakefp. 

t* u ncommonnefi ■ ftitrf k ■ -,, 

Tickling is mofi in ^ C f°f I > '’frequency. 

«ule is the thinneis of ti e f m p o]l .« ai 'd iides: the 

being touched there; f® fiddL?;/! hc rerenefi of 
ms which the thc ‘P U 

» g fi of touch doth further. ‘ ; “" J ^ ludJeacls ^ rare- 

Bacon* 


is matter of 
Bacon* 


Donne* 


Slither* 


• RAS 

For the rarenefs and rare effe£l: of that petition, I'll infer c 
it as p reft need. Clarendon » 

Of my heart I now a prefect make; 

Accept it as when early fruit we fend, 

And let the rarenefs the final! gift commend. 

2 , Value arifing from lcarcity. 

Rofes fet in a pool, fopported with fome ftav, 
rarenefs and plea lure, though of final 1 ule* 

To worthieft things. 

Virtue, art, beauty, fortune, now I fee 
Rarenefs or ufe, not nature, value brings. 

Ra'juty. n. f: [rariUjFr. raritas, Lat*] 

1 * Uncommonnds ; infrequency. 

iio far from being fond of any one for its rarity , if I meet 
with any in a field which pi cafes me, I give it a place in my 
garden. SpetJ&tor* 

2 * A thing valued for its fcarcity. 

Sorrow would be a rarity mofl befov’d. 

If all could fo become it. Shakyfp . King Lear. 

It would be a rarity worth the feeing, could my one ihew 
us fuch a thing as a peifedly reconciled enemy. South* 

I law three rarities of different kinds, which pleated me 
more than any other (hows of the place* Addtfm, 

> Thinnefs ; iubtlety ; the contrary to denfity. 

Bodies, under the lame outward bulk, have a greater thin- 
nete ,iuu expauhon, or thicknels and folidity, which terms, in 
Englifh, uu nok iignity fully chafe differences of quantity; there¬ 
fore I will do n ui liter the nAines of rarity and deniity* Dig by*. 

This i do, not to draw any argument againft them from 
the univudal rdt or accurately equal diffufion of matter, but 
only that 1 better demonitratc tfie great rarity and tenuity 
of their imaginary chaos. Bentley s Sermons. 

RAfoCAL. n.f [paycal, Saxon, a lean beaft.J A mean fel¬ 
low ; a fcoundrel; a lorry wretch. 

For the raj cal commons, left he cared. 

And when him lilt ihe rajeal routs appal, 

Men into (tones therewith he could traniinew. Fa. Queen 
When Marcus Brums grows covetous < 

T o lock luch raftal counters from his fr Lends : 

Be ready, gods, with aii your thunder-bolts, 

JJafli him to pieces. Shakefp. Julius Cafar. 

i he rajcal people, thirfting after prey, 

Joiti with the traitor. ~ Sbaiejp. Henry VI. p. ii. 

But lor our gentlemen. 

The moufe ne’er fliiui’d rhe cat, as they did budc e 
F rom rajcals worlb than they. $ / ;f7 y .a 

1 am accurft to rob in that thief’s company; the rajcal hafh 
remov d my horfe. shedfp. Henry /v. p. j. 

Scoundrels are infolent to their fuperiors; but it does not 
become a man ot honour to concert with mean rajcals. HE ft 
Utd 1 not fee you, rafeal, did I not! J ' 

I navefeHe ‘TY ^ y ou, ^ Damoi ^ goat ? Ihydcn. 
nave tunic, to terve my turn, m ft ore, 

And he s a rajcal who pretends to more. Dryden's iV f m 

1 he poor girl provoked told him he lyed like a rajcal sZ 

R C/i LlUN ’ n ' J - ^ r ° m ra Mg One of the loweltjpeople. * 

■» hat proud dame 

Us d fo hke a bafe rafcaUim, 

That old pig-what d’ye call him-malion, 

1 hat cut his miftrcfs out of ftone. 

Had not fo hard a hearted one. ’ Hudibro* + ; 

Pr S ”’A f f T raftaL l The ^ mean '* 

as the ZffiytSL* jUdSe 28 iSn6rantJ ^ rt ft way, 

Jeroboam having procured his people »ods the’next thh/l 
was to provide prielb; hereupon, to t°he calvS “i* 
com million, for the approving, trying and admitting the raf 
cal sty and loweft of the people to miniifer in that fir vice South 

wouVdri- v™r Jca F 

fhcep-biter come by fome notable ftame. SS TSS 
Our 1 a fatly porter is fallen faft allecp with the bl-ck clmh 

MdVcouce!, or w« might hove beef rack in/ 

To Rase. v. a. [this word is written rafe or raze ■ I wIni] 

rJCl '° ,1‘rjlrihpr.; ,/d 

.. T« flehn j >0 ftrike onTh/ihi-"” ; ™/».La..] 

He certifies your lordfhip, that this night 
He dreamt the boar had ra fed off his helm r, , A 

y as he not in the neareft neighbourhood to death f f 

might not the bullet, that rajed his chS 1 ' and 

his head. ~ L ^> nave gone into 

2 . To overthrow ; to deftroy; to root up. ***** St ' rm,is ‘ 

~ Hu batrcimg engines bent to rah- iome rirv n.r- 
3‘ To blot out by raifure; to erafe. J y ‘ M 

Be V/nfmo'rirJ ' bl‘lS S " ,c “' ds "»» 

RASH, aij [rojeh Dutch.J Hally • violent. W m - 

«%ng wthont caution or Tcfleaion: ’ 5 P^ipitute ; 

words wfthoufwk ^ >VUllom lhame » ^without ftcill, fiJJ c f 
7. i E ’ Ufbarn's Shbeohnefer. 
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